
Global cigarette production fell to 5.6 trillion
pieces in 2002, a decrease of 0.5 percent over
2001.1 (See Figure 1.) While total production
has hovered around the same mark for the past
decade, population growth during this time has
reduced per capita output 13 percent since 1990,
to 897 cigarettes per person a year.2 (See Figure 2.)

China, the United States, and Russia—the
three largest producers—manufacture just
under half of the world’s supply. In 2002, China
produced 1.7 trillion cigarettes, 31 percent of

global production.3 The United
States manufactured 580 billion cig-
arettes, or 10 percent.4 But unlike

China, which uses 99 percent of the cigarettes it
produces, the United States exports 23 percent
of its output.5

Russia, traditionally a smaller producer, is
now the third largest, manufacturing 375
billion cigarettes in 2002, more than twice as
many as in 1998.6 And Russians are now lead-
ers in per capita cigarette consumption—smok-
ing 1,931 cigarettes in 2002, more than twice
the global average.7 (See Figure 3.)

Of the more than 1.1 billion smokers world-
wide, 82 percent live in low- or middle-income
countries.8 Between high population growth
and aggressive tobacco marketing campaigns in
these regions, most of the growth in smoking is
expected to occur in these nations—a develop-
ment that will increasingly burden public
health systems already straining from a lack of
resources and from diseases like AIDS.9

Currently, smoking kills 4.9 million people a
year—one in 10 adult deaths—from a range of
illnesses that includes heart disease, various
forms of cancer, and stroke.10 By 2030, experts
foresee smoking becoming the leading cause of
death, responsible for 10 million deaths a
year—of which 7 of every 10 would occur in
low- or middle-income countries.11

Globally, cigarettes and cigarette lights
(matches and lighters) also cause 17,000 fire
deaths and $27 billion of damage each year.12 In
the United States, cigarettes cost $76 billion a
year in health care expenditures and another $82
billion in lost productivity.13 Secondhand smoke
also threatens health, increasing the risk of lung

cancer and heart disease more than 20 percent.14

Since 1999, a coalition led by the World
Health Organization has been drafting a Frame-
work Convention on Tobacco Control to reduce
consumption through measures that include
stronger labeling requirements, marketing
restrictions, anti-smuggling laws, and
workplace bans.15 This global treaty will be
ready for signature in 2003, but its success is
uncertain, as the tobacco industry and several
governments have tried to weaken the text.16

Many regions have already significantly
reduced smoking by controlling tobacco. Ciga-
rette taxes lower smoking rates while providing
governments with funds to combat smoking-
related health problems.17 In the United King-
dom, as cigarette prices increased in real terms
by 70 percent over two decades, consumption
declined by more than 35 percent.18

Counter-advertising, such as anti-smoking
commercials and explicit health labels placed
on cigarette packs, also helps reduce smoking.19

In Canada, a 2001 survey showed that 90 per-
cent of smokers noticed the visually disturbing
labels and 44 percent were more motivated to
quit.20 Such efforts alone cannot combat the
huge marketing budgets of tobacco companies.
In the United States, the tobacco industry spent
$9.6 billion on advertising and promotion in
2000.21 Restrictions have little effect, as the
industry just shifts to new marketing mediums,
such as sponsoring sporting events.22 Compre-
hensive marketing bans are more successful,
however—decreasing smoking by up to 6.3 per-
cent over two decades.23 Currently, more than a
dozen countries have such bans.24

In 2002, Thailand banned smoking in
indoor public spaces, the strictest smoking ban
in Asia.25 Smoking bans have proved successful
in curbing smoking and reducing exposure to
secondhand smoke.26 A review of 26 studies
determined that totally smoke-free workplaces
cut the number of cigarettes consumed by 29
percent—the equivalent of raising cigarette
prices by 73 percent.27 Canada, since
implementing a comprehensive national anti-
tobacco strategy in 1999, has cut the national
smoking rate by 3 percent.28
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Figure 1: World Cigarette Production, 1950–2002

Figure 2: World Cigarette Production Per Person,
1950–2002

Figure 3: Cigarette Consumption Per Person in the
United States and China, 1960–2002, and in Russia,

1990–2002

World Cigarette Production,
1960–2002

Year Total Per Person

(billion) (number)

1950 1,686 660

1955 1,921 691

1960 2,150 707

1965 2,564 766

1970 3,112 839
1971 3,165 836
1972 3,295 853
1973 3,481 884
1974 3,590 894
1975 3,742 915
1976 3,852 926
1977 4,019 950
1978 4,072 946
1979 4,214 962
1980 4,388 985
1981 4,541 1,002
1982 4,550 987
1983 4,547 969
1984 4,689 983
1985 4,855 1,001
1986 4,987 1,011
1987 5,128 1,022
1988 5,240 1,027
1989 5,258 1,013
1990 5,419 1,027
1991 5,351 998
1992 5,363 985
1993 5,300 959
1994 5,478 977
1995 5,599 985
1996 5,680 985
1997 5,633 964
1998 5,581 942
1999 5,554 925
2000 5,609 923
2001 5,617 913
2002 (prel) 5,587 897

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture;
data for 1950–59 are estimates based on
USDA data.
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